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A GUIDE TO THE TEACHING
OF SPELLING1
Here is an extremely readable book—
free from technical terms, simple and direct,
forward-moving, and interesting. It will
serve inexperienced teachers as an easy approach to some of the main problems of the
teaching of spelling.
Chapter I of Part I discusses incidental
methods, drill methods, the value of grouping words, written vs. oral spelling, emphasizing difficult parts of words, the value of
rules, syllabication, and supervision. The
whole is an attempt to sum up the results of
experiments in 22 pages,—an obviously impossible task. In the limited space given to
this important topic one wishes that less time
had been given to Rice and Cornman, the
value of whose work is largely historical, and
more time to Lay, Lobsien, Turner, Abbott,
Arp, and others. No adequate survey of
even the outstanding investigations is provided.
Chapter II deals with the principles of
habit-formation, interest, and motivation—
general psychological principles. No attempt
is made to present an analysis of the mental
processes involved, nor to indicate the order
in which particular associations are made.
The relative value of various methods of
presentation is omitted.
The authors go
back to general psychology for a basis in
method and disregard almost entirely the extremely valuable contributions of Abbott,
Hollingsworth, and others to the special
psychology of this field.
Part II takes up Methods, Materials,
and Devices.
The methods described in
Chapter I are the incidental method, the test
drill method, the teaching—study method,
and the content-dictation method.
Each
method is described in general terms, and the
advantages and disadvantages of each are
pointed out. The chapter is largely a summary of the opinions of the advocates of these
methods, and of the authors. The vast
amount of experimental data that has been
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accumulating for 25 years is completely
overlooked.
Spelling books are treated in Chapter II
much as methods were above. The authors
distinguish the following types: logical,
phonetic, psychological, mixed, and miscellaneous. The same criticisms are applicable
as in the case of "Methods".
Five standards by which to measure
spelling books are advocated in Chapter HI.
Basing their conclusions again upon deductions from general psychology rather than
upon the results of carefully controlled
scientific experiments, the authors strongly
favor the language type of speller.
Chapter IV contains brief mention of
several concrete investigations of spelling
material, a minimal word list, and some practical suggestions on how to use word lists to
supplement textbooks.
Chapter V describes briefly the use of individual and class word lists. Special emphasis is given to preparation of lists centering about some topic, such as farming. A
detailed illustration is given in The Brown
County Spelling Book.
One wonders
whether the authors have distinguished
closely between the hearing, speaking, reading and writing vocabularies, and between
words of temporary and of permanent values.
The criterion of selection is purely subjective.
Chapter VI gives some devices for teaching spelling. Games, visualization, and the
use of pictures are emphasized.
The last chapter takes up a number of
miscellaneous problems, disposing of the following topics in a few pages; the incorrigible
bad speller, the careless speller, testing, and
the use of the dictionary.
On the whole the book is interestingly
written; but it is scrappy, poorly balanced,
and to some extent impressionistic. Fundamental problems of teaching are given scant
treatment; for example, the presentation of
words in directed class study. Other topics
are over-emphasized; more than two-fifths of
the book is given to spelling material. The
results of many significant and invaluable
investigations apparently have been neglected
entirely, e. g., Abbott's and Hollingsworth's.
The teacher will find the book interesting
and suggestive, but he will hardly get from
it an accurate, well-rounded, scientifically
sound view of the subject.
W. F. Tidyman

